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Me and my disease 
Liam Britten 
editor in chief 
T he last week has been hard. I've been laid up in bed the whole time completely unable to leave my ' 
room. I'm not even kidding; my body just 
will not let me leave my bed. But I guess 
everyone's going through it-or hopefully 
getting over it by this point. This week 
alone five million people got it, and many 
of them will spend weeks beating it. 
I am, of course, talking about the new 
Call of Duty game for Xbox. I got it this 
week and there's not a damn vaccine that 
can help me. Yes, move over swine flu, 
Call of Duty: Modern Warfare 2 is the real 
reason the entirety of North America is 
incapacitated. 
Modern Warfare 2 is a game that 
glamorizes the senselessness of war like 
no other before it . This isn't so much a war 
simulator game as it is a Jerry Bruckheimer 
simulator-what with all the explosions, 
the over-the-top action and lifeless 
acting-and I loved every minute of it. 
The game is pretty much your average 
"rah-rahAmerica"-type shooter. You go 
around the world shooting the various 
enemies of America, whether it's evil 
terrorists, evil Russians, evil drug lords, all 
must die to protect freedom and such and 
such! 
It's weird, but the giddy fun this game 
has provided me is nostalgic in a way. 
Not because the game has any throwback 
elements; no, if any time a video game 
can stop me from leaving my house or 
make me stay awake for 16 hours straight 
likes this one did it takes me right back 
to being eight years old again. That kind 
of nostalgic. I passed up opportunities to 
go pub hopping, see my friends, to really 
have a normal 20-something existence; 
because I was in the zone, baby! I know 
it may seem counter intuitive, but to me, 
playing a video game for a few hours and 
not completing anything is a waste of time. 
But sitting around playing for whole days 
at a time and finishing a game? That, gentle 
reader, is progress. 
I'm sorry if this editorial is a little 
more disjointed and perhaps strange 
than you're used to, but days of playing 
this game and having no human contact 
have played havoc with my already 
fragile psyche. I'm having virtual 'Nam 
flashbacks and the carpal tunnel syndrome 
I've been developing might have earned 
me a Purple Heart. Or at least a theoretical 
Purple Heart. 
After all, this game was released the 
day before Remembrance Day (nothing 
more tasteful than merciless killing on the 
day to commemorate veterans' sacrifices, 
right?) and if we want to be known as a 
respectful nation, we need to remember the 
losses of all the soldiers, even the pretend 
ones; to all my Xbox friends who pretend 
died in the line of pretend duty- Gfunk 
1337, reaper88, Thorpedo_69 and of 
course, Jay 086-l'll never forget what 
you laid down for a fictional portrayal 
of a country we don' t even live in. And 
it's these aspects that make Call of Duty: 
Modem Warfare 2 such a potent symbol 
of war; this simulation is destructive, full 
of death and suffering and in the grand 
scheme of things (as my week wasted in 
front of my TV proves), completely and 
utterly pointless. Just like the real thing. 
Your friend in high fidelity, 
Liam Britten 
Editor in chief 
The Other Press 
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Grad students question CFS tax plan 
By Jacob Serebrln, CUP Quebec Bureau Chief 
MONTREAL (CUP)-Graduate students at several schools 
across the country are taking issue with a national student 
·lobby group's call to end tuition and education tax credits . 
The call is part of the "Education Action Plan" released 
by the Canadian Federation of Students (CFS) in October. 
According to the plan, non-refundable education and tuition 
fee tax credits cost the federal government almost $2.5 
billion annually-money that the Federation wants to see 
redirected to upfront grants. 
A group of graduate students at McGill, the University 
of Manitoba and the University of Calgary, who sent out a 
joint press release on Monday, say that if these tax credits 
were cut it woultl hurt them. By taxing graduate scholarship 
and fellowship income , recipients of such income could 
be taxed as much as 30 per cent of their funding, say the 
group members . Fellowship funding is a key income 
component for graduate students who often, because of the 
extent of their research, have no opportunity to seek other 
employment. Taxing that income would make it even more 
difficult for some graduate students to get by. 
"Broadly speaking, there would be thousands of 
people who would be paying a lot more money," said 
Daniel Simeone, president of the McGill Post-Graduate 
Students ' Society. 
Most graduate students who receive funding are 
supported by fellowships from federal or provincial 
granting agencies. According to Simeone, "the average 
federal or provincial scholarship is in the $17,000 to 
$20,000 range." He said that taxing these scholarships 
would hurt anyone receiving such funding . 
But Gaetan Beauliere, deputy chair of the CFS 
graduate caucus said that because many students have low 
incomes, they would not be taxed to a great degree in the 
proposed Education Action Plan. "We're talking about the 
largest grants that are available to graduate students," he 
said . "[Like] the Vanier Scholarship for instance, which is 
$50,000 a year, and students currently don't pay any tax on 
it." 
But since most of that kind of funding for graduate 
students is based on merit, Arman Vahedi, a senator with 
the University of Manitoba Graduate Students' Association, 
said that taxing graduates would unfairly target the best 
students . 
Beauliere said that if the tax breaks were scrapped, the 
money should be put in to needs-based upfront grants that 
would be available to graduate students . 
While undergraduate students outside of Quebec now 
have access to the Canada Student Grants-which replaced 
the government's Millennium bursaries this year-graduate 
students do not . "lf this recommendation were to be 
accepted all students who have financial needs would be 
better off," said Beauliere. "Tax credit measures are simply 
not the most effective way to alleviate student debt or 
improve access." 
But Simeone said the tax exemptions have helped 
many students deal with increasing inflation. He said that 
fellowship amounts have not increased in over five years . 
"Part of the nature of graduate studies is that it's very time 
intensive," he said. " lf you' re in chemistry lab you have to 
be in your lab from 8 a .m. to 7 p.m. every day, so you can' t 
get another job." 
At McGill, the largest percentage of graduate students 
is in the sciences . "For the vast majority of graduate 
students who are working in labs," said Simione, "it's like a 
job, but it's like a badly paid job, and the tax-free status of 
your low salary makes it a little bit more reasonable." 
The CFS' Education Action Plan also calls for 
increased funding for the social sciences and humanities 
and a doubling of tht; number of Canada Graduate 
Scholarships (CGS) . According to Beauliere only four 
percent of the over 140,000 graduate students in Canada 
receive the scholarships. 
Simeone likes the idea, but doesn't think it's very 
likely. "Kudos to them for suggesting that we have more 
CGS fellowships," he said. "I would be very surprised, 
but pleased, if the Harper government were to put that 
forward." 
Vahedi said he had problems with the way the way 
the action plan was drafted, citing a lack of consultation 
between the CFS and graduate students' associations. 
But Beauliere said that all CFS campaigns are voted 
on at national meetings. "Direction comes from the 
membership," he said, adding that the recommendation to 
cut tax credits is "more than 12 years old." 
Student-initiated "Free Hug Day" shut down 
Douglas College Facilities cites H1 N1 risk as reason for shutting down event 
Douglas College Wrap-Up 
By Kristina Mamell 
Winter registration reminder 
Registration for the Wmter Semester at Douglas 
began November 12. Check your My Douglas account 
for your registration day and time . 
Beauty and the Geek pub night 
On Thursday November 19the Douglas Student 
Union hosts an end-of-semester pub night. The theme 
is Beauty and the Geek. Dress up as a beauty, a geek 
or a beautiful geek and celebrate the impending c::nd 
of the semester in the DSU's upper lounge starting 
at 8. Attendees must be 19 or over with a valid 
government ID. 
Put Debt into a Sentence 
On Thursday November 12, the DSU kicked off 
the Put Debt into a Sentence writing contests with a 
free chilli lunch. The contest challenges students to 
creatively deal with the issue of student debt in either 
essay or poem form . 
The written essays can be a maximum of 1,300 
words with no format restrictions. Hand written or 
typed fiction, non-fiction, diaries and screenplays 
will all be accepted for a chance to win a $100.00 
Metrotown gift card or a $50.00 Safeway gift card. 
Poems must be 30 lines or less in any style still 
speaking to the topic of student debt. The prizes for 
the poetry portion are also a $100.00 Metrotown gift 
card or a $50.00 Safeway gift card. 
Submissions will be accepted ,no later 
than December 3 at 3 p.m. at the DSU of either 
campus. Emails can also be sent to external@ 
douglasstudentsunion.ca 
Wmners will be announced December 7. 
By Tanya Colledge, Staff Reporter came by the concourse not for a free hug, 
but to shut down the entire operation. ''They 
said they had received a couple of calls from 
people who were concerned about H1N1 
and that in the current climate it wasn't a 
said Clay who explained that being in in the form of many love-filled hugs," 
"We all need cheering up with free hugs," 
said Douglas College student Helen Clay, 
initiator of the second annual Free Hugs 
Day at the New Westminster campus. Along 
with fellow students Shaylee Perez and 
Alma Mandera, the students set up in the 
concourse with t-shirts and homemade signs 
reading "Free Hugs," inviting students, 
if they so choose, to come and receive a 
friendly hug. Clay chose November 10, the 
day before Remembrance Day for this year's 
event, to convey a special message: "You 
have to put down your guns to hug," said 
Clay. 
But the innocent, student-initiated act 
of kindness was soon interrupted when a 
member from the Douglas College Facilities 
a college environment, the opportunity 
for H1N1 is elevated with the amount of 
surfaces we touch on a daily basis: door 
handles, washroom doors and stairwells . 
"It's all about levels of risk ... people were free to choose whether or not 
they wanted to come and hug the free huggers." -Helen Clay 
good idea to do free hugging on campus," 
said Clay who attempted to discuss the 
matter with Facilities, but was not able to 
persuade them differently. 
"It's all about levels of risk .. . people 
were free to choose whether or not they 
wanted to come and hug the free buggers," 
"So what is so different about hugging?" she 
wondered. 
''Three weeks ago, I lost my mom. 
So, when Helene-mailed me saying that 
she was once again free-hugging in the 
concourse, I was really excited to connect 
with people, and yes, receive some comfort 
Douglas aets a taste of the Olymoics 
Vancouver 201 d"'Mascots visit and Paralympian Andrea Jiolmes visit Douglas 
By Kristina Mamell, News Editor 
On Monday November 9 at the New Westminster Campus, the Douglas College Business Association 
proudly welcomed local Paralympian Andrea 
Holmes-and her Vancouver 2010 mascot 
friends. 
' At the event, the decorated Paralympian 
spoke about teamwork, leadership, goal 
setting and overcoming obstacles. She 
strongly believes that the Olympic and 
Paralympic Games are an excellent 
opportunity to believe in yourself, set goals 
and achieve them. She told inspirational 
stories about her experiences as an athlete, 
student, overcoming obstacles and her work 
with sponsors RBC and Lululemon. 
Holmes, who was born without the 
lower portion of her left leg, boasts a long 
list of accomplishments. She represented 
Canada from 2002 to 2007 and is currently 
competing as a member of B.C.'s Disabled 
Ski Team. In 2007, she won a bronze medal 
in long jump at the Para-Pan American 
Games. A four-time long jump and 
three-time lOOm champ, Holmes is also a 
said Perez who said she could not help but 
smile at the joy they brought to their fellow 
students. Perez also explained that although 
she understood the school's predicament to 
mediate the situation, adult students should 
be able to make their own decisions and 
choose what risks to take. 
Intended to bring a smile to peoples 
faces, Free Hugs Day, a movement that is 
seen in communities around the globe, is 
intended to bring joy into peoples lives, 
and this year, draw special attention to the 
fact "that we can all take part in the attempt 
to prevent war by having lots of hugs, 
peace, kindness and warmth," said Clay 
who remains uncertain about how much is 
too much in terms of trying to overprotect 
against the current H1N1 virus. 
Canadian record holder in high jump. And 
she has no plans to stop there. Holmes is also 
a 2010 Paralympic hopeful . 
Also on hand at the event supporting 
the Paralympian were the Vancouver 
2010 mascots: Quatchi, Miga and official 
Paralympic Mascot Surni; not to mention 
Douglas' own Roary the Lion, in a show of 
school spirit. 
Neutral Internet vital to innovation 
Panelists spoke at Dalhousie about the future of the web 
By Joshua Brown, The Dalhousie Gazette 
HALIFAX (CUP)-It is absolutely critical that Canadians 
get behind open and neutral networks that don't place 
restrictions on content, access or speed, according to Terry 
Dalton, Chair of the Atlantic Canada Organization of 
Research Networks in Nova Scotia . 
"We were seeing more and more influences on some 
of the Internet service providers in directing traffic,limiting 
traffic," said Dalton, who spoke at Dalhousie University n 
Halifax on October 26 . "Large advertisers come in and have 
an agreement so you would see more of their advertising." 
Dalton was part of a panel discussion that focused 
on a recent Canadian Radio and Television Commission 
(CRTC) ruling. On October 21 the CRTC set new rules for 
how Canadians can use the Internet, and how the Internet 
companies can use users . Internet activities such as peer-
to-peer file sharing and streaming video suck up a lot more 
bandwidth than email or browsing the Internet . 
Internet 
service providers 
specializes in logic and the philosophy of computer science. 
The professor said relaxing users' rights over copyrighted 
materials could create economic activity. While throttling , 
can put the breaks on illegal downloads of copyright 
material, Abramson says new revenue streams are available 
from sharing copyrighted works. "There is a whole new 
class of musical interaction, such as Rock Band and Guitar 
Hero , that create brand new revenue streams." 
Media companies have argued for throttling, saying 
opposition to illegal downloading and greater protection 
for copyright material is needed to promote future content 
creation. But Abramson doesn't see it that way. ''The 
interaction has drastically reduced the costs of content 
creation and distribution," Abramson said . "All kinds of 
creative work is made possible by this." 
Timothy Reese, an independent musician, agrees with 
Abramson. According to him, the Internet is a vital tool for 
musicians like himself, without access to big distribution 
networks . "It doesn 't really bode well for us to charge for 
our music. I'd rather people just listen," says Reese , whose 
music is available 
online for free. say they need 
to be allowed to 
throttle service 
in some cases , 
to prevent a 
"Using broadband legislation to prevent very specific problems is "Using broadband 
like requiring permission to drive from town to town, to stop people legislation to prevent 
small minority of 
heavy users from 
from speeding or stealing cars." -Timothy Reese very specific problems 
is like requiring 
permission to drive 
from town to town, to 
clogging up their networks , illegally downloading copyright 
material and slowing service for other Internet users. Media 
companies, who have seen the loss of revenue to illegal 
downloading, backed up the Internet service providers,like 
Bell and Rogers, at the CRTC hearings . 
In the ruling, the CRTC gave Canada's telecoms a 
green light to slow access to the Internet for bandwidth 
hogs, but laid down specific guidelines for doing so. New 
rules were created affecting the way Internet service 
providers use the information that travels over their 
networks. The commission specified standards of reasonable 
traffic management and banned the use of personal 
information with the exception of for traffic management 
purposes . Service providers now have to describe their 
traffic managing practices, and justify them any time a 
consumer complains . 
" [The CRTC] ruling is going to stimulate further future 
discussion amongst politicians and amongst some of the 
open access groups who want to see a broader level of net 
neutrality," said Dalton. "We're going to see the ISPs hands-
off with regards to any traffic flow and were going to see a 
lot of discussion coming forward." 
Dalton spoke alongside Darren Abramson, an assistant 
professor with Dalhousie's department of philosophy who 
R.I.P. Slickity Jim's 
South Main icon goes up in flames 
stop people from speeding or stealing cars ." 
Restrictions on throttling keep Internet service 
providers from acting as the middleman between content 
creators and content consumers. The CRTC's decision keeps 
service providers from having control over the pipes, saying 
who can have access to what and how fast , said Dalton. 
"When you give creative minds the open ability to innovate 
and explore great things will come out of it," Dalton said. 
"If we restrict the flow of information, we're going to be 
restricting innovation, our curiosity, our ability to explore in 
a creative manner." 
A three-alarm blaze Thursday morning levelled five businesses including the familiar haunt, a 
Japanese restaurant and an accounting firm. 
By Kristina Mameli, News Editor 
massive fire on the comer of Main and Broadway 
n downtown Vancouver Thursday morning levelled 
ve businesses, including the prominent and revered 
Slickity Jim's. The fire started at around 4 and is believed 
to have been accidental . The exact cause of the fire that 
knocked out power and diverted traffic is still not known 
and an investigation is underway. 
Vancouver foodies will have to find a new haunt now 
that a unique neighbourhood cafe is no more. Slickity 
Jim's Chat N' Chew was established with love in 1997. It 
offered counter culture dining at its finest, inviting all "hip 
hoppers, punk rockers and show stoppers" as the website so 
eloquently describes. 
The odd collection of knick knacks that always seemed 
to change but never did and the hilarious menu with ironic 
food titles will be greatly missed by many who enjoyed its 
mandatory breakfast all day policy. 
The vegan "We Don't Need No Eggs and Bacon" with 
a side of "Fun Gus" (mushrooms) was just one of the many 
things that was just ... well, fun to order. The loss of Slickity 
Jim's is a huge blow to the community. It was a unique 
and homey place where most of the patrons were regulars , 
and many of them were characters-all part of what gave 
Slickity Jim's its charm. 
Luckily, no one was hurt in the fire and there has 
already been talk by business owners of rebuilding . 
By Kristina Mameli and Liam Britten 
Local mountains to open early 
Grouse Mountain was open for business a month 
earlier than last year, kicking off its skiing and 
snowboarding season Friday afternoon. While not yet 
fully operational, a spokesman for the Mountain said 
is a press release that it's going to be a "momentous" 
season. 
Balloon Boy's parents plead guilty 
The parents of six-year-old Falcon Heene, more 
commonly known as "Balloon Boy," plead guilty to 
charges related to false reports that their son had been 
whisked off by a rogue weather balloon, an incident 
that started a media frenzy last month. They turned 
themselves in Friday. 
Richard and Mayumi Heene could face jail time 
and probation in Colorado for attempting to influence 
a public servant and false reporting to authorities. The 
first charge could hold two to six years of jail time, plus 
three years of mandatory parole and a fine that could 
reach as high as $500,000. 
The Heene's lawyer estimates that Richard will 
take a 90-day maximum jail sentence and Mayumi, a 
60-day sentence outlined in a plea bargain. 
HST exemptions in Ontario 
The list of items that will be exempt from the looming 
HST which comes into play July 1 has just increased in 
Ontario. The McGuinty government was already able 
to secure the eight per cent provincial part of the tax 
off such items as children's wear, books, diapers, car 
seats, and feminine hygiene products, a move already 
reportedly costing the province millions ·annually. 
The latest additions, announced Thursday, include 
fast food (hot and cold), coffee, fruits and vegetables, 
deli items and newspapers, and will cost the province 
$325 million . 
The province says the move will eventually pay 
for itself, having created more jobs, thus expanding the 
tax base overall. It also says that over three years, the 
HST plan will provide $10.6 billion in permanent tax 
relief. 
Items like prescription drugs and groceries and 
services like childcare will also be exempt. 
Fin Donnelly wins New Westminster-
Coquitlam by-election 
The NDP held onto the New Westminster-Coquitlam 
riding during last week's by-election when candidate 
Fin Donnelly easily defeated Conservative challenger 
Diana Dilworth. 
Donnelly, a former Coquitlam city councillor, 
captured 49.6 per cent of the vote while Dilworth 
received 35.8. Liberal candidate Ken Beck Lee placed 
third with 10.3 per cent of the vote. 
The by-election was called after former MP Dawn 
Black resigned her seat in Parliament to run for MLA 
for the New Westminster riding. Black had held the 
federal riding since 2006. 
Of note was extremely low voter turnout for the 
by-election; only 29.9 per cent of eligible voters cast 
ballots on November 10. 
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Paramedic's call back-to-work legislation an 'attempt to hide' broken system 
CUPE spokesperson calls strike-ending bill "government rhetoric" 
By Andrew Bates, CUP Western 
Bureau Chief 
KELOWNA, B.C. (CUP)-The recently 
passed Ambulance Service Collective 
Agreement Act, which forces British 
Columbia's s paramedic legal strike to end, 
is a "joke," said a union spokesperson. 
"It's needless legislation that I think is an 
attempt to hide the fact that ambulance 
service is broken when the world comes 
[for the Vancouver Olympics] in 2010," said 
BJ. Chute, spokesman for the Canadian 
Union of Public Employees local 873, 
which represents British Columbia's 3,500 
ambulance paramedics. 
According to the B.C. Ministry of 
Health, it's important that the paramedic 
system was working at 100 per cent. "With 
the H1N1 pandemic impacting the acute 
care system and winter and the holiday 
season fast approaching, the public needs 
certainty that they'll have the care they need 
in an emergency," said Kevin Falcon, the 
provincial minister of health, in a release. 
Bargaining has been going on since 
December of 2008, and the strike began 
in April when the last contract ran out. 
During the strike, B.C.'s labour relations 
board passed essential service orders that 
sent paramedics back to work doing both 
regular shifts and on-call work. Paramedics 
have been displaying magnets on the side 
of ambulances that read "ON STRIKE" and 
have been wearing similar shirts. 
Falcon maintains that service has 
suffered. "In the Lower Mainland, the 
number of ambulances out of service each 
month has jumped to 150, compared to just 
12 per month before the strike began," he 
said in the release. "We can't afford to have 
the ambulance service operating at less than 
peak effectiveness." 
Chute, however, disputes that claim. 
"In many cases there were more 
paramedics on the road because paramedics 
were forced to work on their days off and 
forced to work overtime at the whim of 
the employer," he said. He claimed that 
the essential service order made assigned 
overtime shifts mandatory, while they are 
ordinarily not. "I don't understand the 
government line about having to have 
paramedics at work because like I said, we 
were already at work during our strike." 
making ambulances a municipal service or 
privatizing them. 
Chute maintains that the last offer from 
the government was unacceptable because 
of its narrow focus. "It was only going to 
look, and possibly still is only going to look, 
at the bargaining structure for paramedics, 
it doesn't take into account things like 
training or the number of ambulances or 
compensation or part-time work or call-
out work," he said. "We think the entire 
ambulance service needs to be investigated 
and recommendations need to be made on 
"I think this is nothing short of Olympic legislation, despite what 
the government rhetoric is about having to get paramedics back 
to work because of an H1 N1 virus." -B.J. Chute, CUPE 
According to Chute, some of the 
problems with the government's last offer 
to the union include an attempt to set up 
a commission to change the bargaining 
system itself and an attempt to remove 
the guarantee of a provincial ambulance 
service. "That's not something we could, 
in good conscience, recommend to our 
members," Chute told the Canadian 
University Press. He said that options 
put forth at the bargaining table included 
how to fix the entire ambulance service with 
legislation." 
The newly legislated retroactive 
one-year contract, which gives a three per 
cent overall wage increase, is a generous 
one, according to Falcon. "We believe this 
increase is more than generous at a time 
of global economic uncertainty," he wrote. 
"We are also profoundly aware there is no 
more room in the [B.C. Ambulance Service] 
budget to increase compensation without 
Massey Theatre supporters spea~ out . 
Landmark faces destruction because of cash-strapped C1ty of New Westmmster 
undermining service delivery." 
However, according to Chute, the 
contract is worse than the government's last 
offer, removing a three per cent increase 
to on-call stipends for paramedics and a 
potential 1.2 per cent increase dependent 
on savings within the collective bargaining 
agreement. 
Chute believes that this legislated 
contract may have more to do with the 
Olympics than anything else. "I think this 
is nothing short of Olympic legislation, 
despite what the government rhetoric is 
about having to get paramedics back to 
work because of an H1N1 virus," he said. 
He said that "we ... have a memo 
from VANOC that tells the government that 
they need a guarantee that our strike will be 
over, and that guarantee needs to be in the 
form of a contract or a legislated detente." 
The legislated contract will end two 
months after the Olympics close. Ryan 
Jabs, a Ministry of Health spokesperson, 
maintained that ambulance services have 
always been required at major events and 
BCAS officials have been involved in 
Olympic planning for over a year. 
While this contract may have made 
the dust appear to settle, little has changed 
for the paramedics. The new contract ends 
next April, and CUPE have already served 
notice to the government to start bargaining. 
Paramedics are still working like they were 
before, and haven't taken off the "ON 
STRIKE" stickers. 
"We directed our members to 
leave them on," Chute said. The bill , he 
continued, "ended our strike, but it doesn't 
end our labour dispute in this province, 
nor does it do anything to fix the broken 
ambulance service ." 
to the City that they would not let ~----------------------------------~ 
Folio wing much debate on the future of the Massey Theatre, supporters filled the council 
chambers at the historic city landmark 
on Monday evening to speak out about 
the theatre's impact on their lives and 
the community. 
The theatre has recently begun 
a fight for its life upon receipt of an 
engineer's report in September stating 
it would cost $18 million dollars to the 
City of New Westminster to bring the 
Massey Theatre up to code--money the 
city simply does not have. In addition, a 
proposed motion to build a replacement 
building for the New Westminster 
Secondary School, which would result 
in the demolition of the theatre, has 
spurred much controversy amongst 
locals. 
From New Westminster Secondary 
School students to local theatre 
enthusiasts, the crowd made it clear 
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their beloved theatre go down without 
a fight. Miss New Westminster 
Ambassador 2009, Michelle Murray, 
said that the Massey theatre has 
provided her, along with hundreds of 
other students, many opportunities to 
better themselves through music and 
dance. 
Other community members pulled 
quotes from legendary figures such as 
Sir Winston Churchill and Gabrielle 
Roy in hopes to convince the city 
council that the theatre, a true gem, is 
worth saving. 
Thousands of other supporters 
showed their dedication to the theatre 
by joining the online "Save the Massey 
Theatre" Facebook group, which now 
has more than 2,000 members-more 
than the entire population of those who 
rallied to save Grimston Park when a 
school was proposed for a portion of 
that site. 
The supporters hope that City 
Council will go into deliberations with 
the school board informed, and with 
a new sense of inspiration after the 
two-hour round of delegations from 
the community on Monday night. 
Acting mayor Bill Harper says that City 
Council has not yet sat down to discuss 
the Massey Theatre in terms of costs 
and logistics as of yet, and ensured the 
public that no decision would be made 
until that happens. In the meantime, the 
City has requested more analysis on the 
findings of the building inspection that 
occurred in September. 
Fear pandemic 
By Shaylee Perez 
Free hugging. Many will be familiar with this idea. Many will have even seen the viral video on 
YouTube, or have actually done this. 
Basically, you hold a sign up that says 
"FREE HUGS" and you let the people 
come to you. Why? For fun. To make 
connections. Maybe just because you 
need a hug, or you want to brighten up 
Why am I telling you about this? 
Not just because it was a fantastic 
experience, but because we were asked 
(albeit respectfully) by the Facilities 
Services department of the College 
to put down our signs and stop the 
hugs, due to the risk of HlNl. I think 
this incident raises a very interesting 
argument. Does the College have a right 
to decree student's behaviour? Yes, I 
think we have all agreed already that as 
On the one hand, if you are 
attending College, you are an adult. As 
an adult, I feel it is my right to decide 
what I will do with my body. And as 
all the wonderful individuals who 
came over to give me a hug were also 
adults, they also chose, as adults, to put 
themselves at risk. 
But, on the other side of this debate, 
is the idea that not all adults know what 
is best for them. It is the College's 
responsibility to protect its students to 
"A d It 16 I "t. . htt J "J h tl "1/d lh b d thebestofitsability. 
,..s an a U , tee I IS my fig 0 ueCiue W a WI 0 W t my 0 Y. Personally 1 don't know that I 
And as all the wonderful Individuals who came over to give me a hug want to be prot~cted. or what I see 
were also adults, they also chose, as adults, to put themselves at as over-protected. We already have 
risk." signage posted visibly around the 
school detailing the HINI virus, as 
the day of another person. 
A woman I know named Helen 
Clay, whom you may know or have seen 
in the concourse free hugging away, 
emailed me recently-she was going to 
hug again. I was game, so, I put out a 
hit out on my Facebook status and text-
messaged some friends to see if anyone 
else wanted to join in the fray. The day 
of, a friend of mine joined Helen and me 
in the concourse to administer some hugs 
and smiles. 
students on school property, we must 
adhere to the school's policies. But to 
what degree do they have a right to 
mould our behaviour? Should they put a 
mandate on who I hug? 
Though I feel this raises endless 
questions in the spectrum of how far 
should the arm of authority be allowed 
to reach, I want to focus on one: do you 
believe the College was within their right 
to ask us to stop the free hugging? And 
why do you think that? 
well as ensured access to soap, water 
and hand-sanitizer, if wanted. Dissuading 
personal body contact would be one 
issue. But decreeing that I, and others 
may not (I repeat, not) choose to hug 
whoever and however many others we 
chose to-is a step too far in my book. 
I know how I feel, but I'd like to 
hear what others think. 
Fuming? Nodding? Tell us what you think; 
contact opinions@theotherpress.ca with your 
opinions about this or any other article 
Where has courtesy disappeared to? 
Thank you? You're welcome? 
I hear 
on some planets 
when you say 
"thank you" people 
reply "you're 
welcome". 
By Joanne Power 
Ah, courtesy; I feel that it may be headed the way of the polar ice caps. I have noticed a disturbing 
trend in the last 10 years or so. People 
just don't seem to have the inclination to 
observe social niceties anymore. Don't get 
me wrong; I'm not advocating bringing 
back a prescribed set of etiquette rules a la 
Emily Post. I would just like to see people 
exhibit some basic human kindness. For 
example, when you see someone drop a 
pile of books in the library or fall down 
the stairs, help them. Pick up the books for 
them, call an ambulance, just don't walk 
on by and pretend that you are oblivious to 
their plight. 
This lack of courtesy seems to have 
spread to all areas of life, but driving a car 
don't have the pedal to the metal 
in the first nanosecond after that 
light ripens to green, your ears 
will be blasted (and who knew 
so many people were conversant 
in sign language?). 
I use a crosswalk quite 
regularly. In this day and age of 
multiple lane traffic this is not 
a risk-free proposition. In fact, 
I believe it ranks up there with 
bun gee jumping and skydiving. 
It used to be when the little 
person appeared on the crossing 
lights, cars stopped, people 
ventured onto the road and 
made it to the other side alive 
and unmolested. Not anymore. 
If you are lucky, one car may 
stop for you, but, then , as soon 
as you are committed to your 
perilous journey, another car 
will inevitably roar past in an 
adjacent lane, narrowly missing 
killing you while shooting 
venomous looks at you and the 
more courteous driver. And how 
about the special ire that other 
drivers show cars with an Land N on the 
back of their vehicles? I've seen more birds 
flipped for these poor, hapless, marked cars 
"Or, how about what happened to my friend, who lives in Los 
Angeles, who held open a door for another guy and instead of 
receiving thanks, the guy said 'Hey dude, get .some self esteem."' 
or any wheeled vehicle seems to bring out 
the nasty in most of us. Do you remember 
when you had at least two or three seconds 
to respond after a light turned from red to 
green? Well, fasten your seat belts. If you 
than for the slow starters and cross walk 
stoppers put together. 
This garden-variety discourtesy drives 
me crazy, but what really makes me lose 
it is the "thank you"/"you're welcome" 
parlance. Now, correct me if I'm off base, 
but it used to be that when you bought 
something, had a door held open for you, 
or had some other reciprocal exchange 
with someone, you said "thank you" and 
the other person responded with "you're 
welcome" -simple, neat and tidy. 
Well, I'm sad to report that "you're 
welcome" is not an automatic response 
anymore. Now when a "thank you" is laid 
at the feet of someone they are just as likely 
to respond with "no worries." What does 
this mean? I'm not worried about our brief 
exchange; I'm just being polite. Or, how 
about what happened to my friend, who 
lives in Los Angeles, who held open a door 
for another guy and instead of receiving 
thanks, the guy said "Hey dude, get some 
self esteem." 
My all time artery buster, that I hear 
in the United States far too often, when I 
courteously say thank you, is "Uh huh ." 
That's right, apparently "thank you" doesn't 
even rank a real response,just a grunted 
"uh huh." What? Suddenly being nice or 
observing a courtesy that makes the world a 
gentler place to live in, is too much trouble? 
Or does "uh huh" mean that they don't 
believe that you really are thankful? Maybe 
I'm just an old curmudgeon ranting about 
the "youth of today" or perhaps the world 
is just moving too fast for people to really 
take the time to be nice. If you believe that 
is true, I have a couple of words for you: 
"Uhhuh." 
Fuming? Nodding? Tell us what you think; 
contact opinions@theotherpress.ca with your 
opinions about this or any other article 
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Finally, a missing fish inquiry 
What's the cause of record low sockeye runs? 
Approximately 10 million salmon were expected to head up the Fraser River this summer. When 1.3 
million-a tiny fraction of the prediction-
actually returned it was declared the worst 
Earlier this month, it was finally 
announced that there would be a formal 
inquiry into the declining stocks. Trade 
Minister Stockwell Day announced that 
British Columbia Supreme Court Justice 
Bruce Cohen would lead the inquiry into 
the decline of sockeye salmon in the Fraser 
River and make recommendations for 
improving the sustainability of the sockeye 
salmon fishery. 
There are various factors that could 
"Salmon encounter a multitude of hazards over the course of their 
life without having to dodge fish farmers, sewage drainage pipes and 
commercial nets." 
sockeye return on record . 
The record low return prompted the 
closure of the sockeye salmon fishery. The 
effects of the low return and the resulting 
closure were widespread, as salmon are 
integral to First Nations and the fish 
industry. 
The Fraser River has been 
experiencing dismal sockeye salmon returns 
for years . The issue has not gone unnoticed 
and environmentalists, scientists and 
politicians have been calling for a judicial 
inquiry. 
have lead to the collapse. Groups of 
environmentalists and scientists have been 
preaching for years that the various fish 
farms off B.C.'s coast have contributed 
to increase pollution and sea lice, both of 
which have negative impacts on juvenile 
sockeye trying to reach the ocean. 
Once the salmon reach the ocean, they 
often encounter fleets of fishing boats. The 
demand for fish has increased worldwide 
leading some to believe that the collapse 
could be the result of overfishing. 
Perhaps the various environmental 
effects ranging from pollution, habitat 
Important messages for Copenhagen 
By Trevor Dore, Opinions Editor 
Delegates from around the world will come together in Copenhagen this December for the UN Climate 
Conference-COP15. The conference will 
attempt to get political power on the same 
page in regards to tackling issues on climate 
change, "one of the defining challenges of 
this century." 
Copenhagen will be up against the odds 
as it is not the first conference on climate 
change. The first Earth Summit was held 
in Stockholm in 1972, the Earth Summit in 
Rio de Janeiro followed in 1992 and various 
conferences have been held in between with 
the most recent being the Kyoto Protocol. 
The Copenhagen climate treaty will 
replace the Kyoto Protocol, which was 
put into place in February 2005. Kyoto 
set targets for the reduction of greenhouse 
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gas emissions . Unfortunately, many of the 
parties that signed the treaty fell short of 
their targets not to mention, the United 
States didn't even sign . 
Yvo de Boer, executive secretary of 
the United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change (UNFCCC) believes 
that the United States rejected Kyoto for 
two main reasons: "Firstly, because it did 
not involve action on the part of major 
developing countries . Secondly, because 
it was felt by the Bush administration 
that Kyoto would be harmful to the U.S. 
economy." These issues along with the 
plethora of environmental, economical, 
political and social issues will need to be 
addressed at the conference. 
Over the course of the three-day 
summit, delegates hope to address four 
essential issues; how much are the 
industrialized countries willing to reduce 
destruction and global warming are 
to blame. In "Promoting Sustainable 
Fisheries ," Anne Platt McGinn states that 
"climate change will have a greater impact 
on the health of the world's fisheries than 
overfishing itself." 
In the end, Justice Bruce Cohen has 
quite the task ahead of him and I will be 
surprised if he can manage to pin point one 
particular contributing factor, as I believe 
the collapse is the result of various factors. I 
imagine the pollution that Lower Mainland 
residents have been dumping into the Fraser 
River over the last century has not helped 
matters . Salmon encounter a multitude of 
hazards over the course of their life without 
having to dodge fish farmers, sewage 
drainage pipes and commercial nets. Global 
warming has increased water temperatures. 
Perhaps the Fraser River sockeye have 
their emissions of greenhouse gases? 2. How 
much are major developing countries such 
as China and India willing to do to limit the 
growth of their emissions? How is the help 
needed by developing countries to engage 
in reducing their emissions and adapting to 
the impacts of climate change going to be 
financed? And how is that money going to 
be managed? 
Addressing these four issues is a big 
undertaking for a three-day summit and the 
past has shown that repeated attempts to 
address environmental problems have been 
unsuccessful as they continue to exist and 
persist. It would be good to see some form 
of established credibility and enforcement. 
Goals should be set for a year from now, 
five years from now and 10 years from 
now. Countries should have to report to 
ensure everyone is on track and keep the 
momentum rolling. 
simply moved northward, into colder 
waters . Whatever the case , salmon are a 
keystone species . They bring diversity to 
the waterways and surrounding ecosystems 
in which they inhabit. Investigation , 
answers and action are crucial . 
The inquiry is to report back with 
recommendations by May 1, 2011. It will 
be interesting to see what happens over the 
course of this year's run . Hopefully, the 
inquiry will identify some key problems 
and implement measures to address said 
problems all in time to prevent the Pacific 
sockeye salmon from going the way of the 
Atlantic cod. 
Fuming? Nodding? Tell us what you think; 
contact opinions@theotherpress .ca with your 
opinions about this or any other article 
While governments do have a lot of 
power to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
and enforce laws to prevent pollution and 
degradation of the planet, there is also 
immense power in combined individual 
action. As Margaret Mead once said, "Never 
doubt that a small group of thoughtful 
committed citizens can change the world. 
Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has." 
Perhaps the most powerful message we can 
send to policy makers can be sent in our 
combined individual actions. 
Hopefully the Copenhagen Conference 
will not be just a bunch of talk. Climate 
change is a complex issue that needs 
to be dissected, digested and dealt with 
pragmatically -the sooner the better! 
Fuming? Nodding? Tell us what you think; 
contact opinions@theotherpress.ca with your 
opinions about this or any other article 
Tips for starting the new job 
By Trevor Dore, Opinions Editor 
S o your polished resume got you the interview and your social skills during the interview got you the 
job. Now that you've got the job, here 
are some tips to make the best of the first 
stages. 
• First impressions are crucial: 
First and foremost , make sure 
you show up on time and don 't 
be the fi rst to head out the 
door as soon as work hours are 
over. You made a good first 
impression with the boss or the 
human resources rep during 
the interview, now it is time to 
make a good impression with 
the people that you work with 
on a daily basis . 
Dress the part: Depending 
on the job, what you wear 
may be a crucial element to 
the first impression. Start 
conservatively and gauge what 
others wear before you decided 
to go out on a limb to make a 
statement. 
Get to know your co-workers: 
Chances are the first couple 
of days will be heavy on the 
introductions . You will meet 
more people on the first day 
then you will in the first month. 
It is crucial to remember names . 
Make sure you clarify during 
the introduction if you are 
uncertain . It is always awkward 
to have to ask someone who 
you have been working with for 
the last month what his or her 
name is . That being said , there 
are ways to find out names 
without directly asking and 
if you work in a place where 
nametags are mandatory, you're 
in the clear. 
Don't be afraid to ask for 
help: The only question that 
is a dumb question is the one 
that is asked repeatedly. Asking 
questions shows that you are 
keen to learn and to make sure 
that you're doing things right. 
Show your enthusiasm: The 
interview process may have 
been long, and if we are talking 
about a career, chances are you 
have invested years of your life 
in education in order to attain 
this position. You were chosen 
because you were the best 
candidate, which is something 
to be proud of. Show your 
enthusiasm and remember, you 
like what you do. 
Be prepared: Make sure you ' re 
ready with any information that 
you may need to bring on the 
"Canada needs to make virtual water a reality" . 
By Knowlton Thomas 
I n the developing world, the average amount of water drawn from tap is 10 litres per person per day. In Europe, 
this number shoots to 200 litres. In North 
America, this doubles even further to 400 
litres . But this is only from the various 
taps in and outside of one's home-what 
happens when you look at the entire chain 
of production? What happens is that one's 
standard breakfast suddenly comes with a 
price tag of nearly 3,000 litres. 
For basic survival, it's estimated that 
a typical human requires less than three 
litres per day, which means our daily 
VIRTUAL 
'AT 
lit res of water for 
one ste (3oog) of 
eef 
breakfast is three hundred times more costly 
than our entire day could be. But modem 
methods of manufacturing long ago erased 
any possibility for us to survive on so few 
litres. The simple fact is that humans in the 
developed world consume a lot of water. 
Not just a lot, but more than we have. On 
the global spectrum, humans use water at 
a rate of four per cent beyond its rate of 
replenishment. And because only three 
per cent of earth's water is fit for human 
consumption, and the majority of that is 
locked up in glaciers, there isn't a lot of 
room to play around. 
Canada, for one, is what could be a 
considered a water-rich country. One might 
expect that to be so because of all the snow 
and ice we have chillin' out, but that is 
actually not the case . ~0 above the ground 
is relatively unimportant in this context. For 
example, the Great Lakes are aptly named 
but surprisingly useless-surface water 
accounts for just three per cent of potable 
and accessible water. The remainder sits 
in underground aquifers, and this is where 
Canada earns some bragging rights. 
Our glorious country boasts one fifth 
of the world's fresh water, six per cent of 
the world's supply of renewable fresh water 
and a magnificent abundance of cheap 
and arable land. This combination of key 
players puts us on a pedestal of potential . 
first day. Depending on the job, 
you may also need to read and 
brush up on some material. 
Do your thing: You were 
hired to do a job and do it 
well- so do it. Remember to 
perform everyday and that 
each employer is a potential 
reference for a future job. 
Bottom line, show up everyday ready to 
rock and you're sure to impress, make a 
good first impression and survive the first 
stages of employment. 
With a well-designed strategy, Canada 
could be a gold medalist in water exporting. 
There seems to be a problem, though; 
shipping giant tanks of water in trucks and 
planes and boats (the irony!) is painfully 
ineffective and far too counterproductive for 
obvious reasons. Now, enter the concept of 
"virtual water." 
Virtual water brings us back to 
the daily breakfast and its net cost for 
production all the way down the chain . 
For something as simple as coffee, this 
includes growing, cleaning, processing, 
roasting, and brewing the beans. Then 
there is the manufacturing and design of 
the cup, sleeve, lid, etc. So , when you look 
at the final product, there are dozens of 
subcomponents that all required certain 
amounts of "virtual water" to create. And 
it is with this that Canada can market itself 
a major water exporter. We don't actually 
export or trade water but rather agricultural 
products with defined virtual water costs 
to areas of the world that lack fresh water 
resources . 
This virtual flow of water beats 
sticking suction pipes into the Great Lakes 
any day and poises us to become a trading 
powerhouse. The framework of virtual 
water benefits both parties involved and 
provides Canada with a surfeit of food , 
energy, and water, allowing it to become 
economically stable for the long run . 
Canada needs to make virtual water a 
reality! 
Fuming? Nodding? Tell us wlult you think; 
contact opinions@theotherpress.ca with your 
opinions about this or any other article 
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Have you read the Douglas College newspaper The Other Press? How do you like it? 
Shelley Gonzolez, Nobuko Toung 
Classroom and Community Support Development 
"No." 
Ryan Cban, Brittany Brown, Ashley Graham 
General Studies, Associate of Arts 
"Yes, iJ rocks!" 
By Rosa Hong, Photographer 
Branoon Chemowas 
Sports Science 
"No." 
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In 1982 the world is verv cold. Two modern empires lace on with the 
threat ot total and instant nuclear extinction. Irs the bear versus 
the eagle. red versus blue, East versus west, Brezhnev versus 
Reagan. Thev call n a Cold war. One side shouts "Freedom," the other 
"Brotherhood," but thev are iust words. The Berlin Wall is not. And now 1 
stand under ns concrete shadow, on the east side, on the cold side, ten 
teet awav. And something burns inside ot me. 
I think of the conversation I had with an East Berliner in a tourist bar on Unter den Linden not an hour ago. He looked 
in his mid-40s, greying black hair, a thin 
overcoat covering a thin frame, nervous 
blue eyes . He was sitting beside the only 
empty seat at the bar. When I sat down he 
glanced quickly at my backpacker clothes 
and then looked away. 
"How's it going?" I asked, taking a 
chance that he spoke English. 
He said nothing, nodded quickly in 
my direction and then stared down at his 
beer. 
"Kann ich bitte haben Sie ein Bier?" 
The barman tried to hide his smile as 
he went to fill my order. He must have 
realized that was all the German I knew. 
"Where are you from?" my neighbour 
asked quietly, while his eyes searched the 
bar. I followed his lead , unsure of what I 
was looking for. 
"Are you talking to me?'' I almost 
whispered. 
"Yes." 
"Canada. I'm from Canada." 
"Oh .. . " 
My drink arrived. As the barman 
collected my money he quietly snapped at 
my neighbour in German. 
"What was that about?" I asked him, 
after the barman moved on . 
"He doesn't want me talking to 
tourists. Bad for business ." 
"Why not?" 
''I'm from the wrong end of the-how 
do you say-tracks?" 
"Where are you from?" 
"Winterfeld Strausse ... " He paused 
and looked at me in the eye. " ... West 
Berlin ." 
I understood. I thought of his coat and 
the fatalistic expression in his eyes. The 
Cold War began and ended in Berlin. He 
was a prisoner in his own city. 
"I'm not supposed to be in this bar 
but I don 't care anymore," he said as he 
scanned the room once again. "This place 
is like the home I remember." 
"Where did you learn to speak 
English?"! asked. 
"From the soldiers in the American 
sector, before this ... " He gestured with his 
thumb. 
"How did you end up in the East?" 
"My sister went missing in the 
Russian sector. I went to look for her the 
day the wire went up. Never found her. 
Hope she made it home." 
• • 
"You've been trapped on this side 
since '61 ?" 
He nodded. 
"You haven't seen your family?" 
"No, they won't give me a pass to West 
Berlin . I tried to escape over the Wall in 
the early days. They shot me and put me 
in prison for a long time ." He said the last 
part a little too loud . The barman and a few 
patrons looked over. They quickly turned 
away. 
"Why are you talking to me? I could 
be a spy." 
He laughed and shook his head. "No, 
you speak too free to be one of them." He 
spat after the last word. 
"Can I buy you a beer? Compliments 
of Canada." 
He smiled for the first time. "Danke." 
He asked me about West Berlin, how 
it had changed, what was new. I couldn't 
give him any information. I had only been 
in the city a few days before I had entered 
the Russian sector. After several of his 
questions went unanswered, he grew quiet 
and looked outside. 
"Where have all the birds gone?" he 
said to no one. Then, after a long pause, he 
turned back to me . "My name is Jahn. It 
was good talking to you." 
"Good to meet you, Jahn. My name is 
Kieron." 
"I must go," he said, as he stepped 
down from the barstool. "Someday I hope 
to meet you on the other side. I will buy 
you a beer." 
"That would be a good day." 
I watched the thin man walk through 
the doors and disappear into the grey world 
outside. 
When I left the bar I stepped out on 
the streets and started to walk. Unter den 
Linden, the main boulevard in East Berlin, 
looked clean and new. At the end of the 
boulevard a shiny huge, state-of-the -art 
telecommunications tower dominated the 
skyline. Bars and tourist shops lined each 
side of the wide thoroughfare. Tourists and 
locals wandered the sidewalks. I noticed a 
couple of uniformed American servicemen 
half marching on the other side of the road. 
But it was not until I walked down a side 
street that I met the real East Berlin. 
Not more than a block away from the 
boulevard the city completely changed. 
The streets were empty. Grey rundown 
buildings replaced newly painted shops. 
Sinister-looking, three-story apartment 
blocks dominated both sides of the streets . 
• . . 
. .. .. 
....... 
.. . . . . . . 
. . . . . . .. 
.. ••• 4 •••• 
.. . .. . . ... . . . 
The further I walked the more pronounced 
the decay became. Soon the buildings 
appeared windowless and unoccupied . 
I kept walking into this ghetto, unsure 
of what drove me on. I found a river that 
ran through the city. Angry black spikes 
had been placed just below the waterline 
which could tear open the hull of a boat or 
rip to shreds anyone desperate enough to 
attempt to swim across its murky waters . 
I continued on through the bleak and 
empty streets, compelled by a simmering 
emotion I couldn't yet identify. Suddenly, 
I saw light and colour on the fa~ade of 
what looked like a bar. Its appearance 
was startling, surrounded, as it was, on 
all sides by decaying grey. I entered the 
establishment and walked into another 
world . 
I could have been in Canada. The 
bench seating was leather-bound and the 
barstools were made of oak. Shiny brass 
taps pouring Western brands lit up the 
bar. Blacklisted rock 'n ' roll played in the 
background. Seated on the stools was a 
group of boisterous businessmen dressed 
in Armani suits. In the benches sat high-
ranking Eastern Bloc military personnel. 
Everyone was speaking Russian . A blond, 
blue-eyed barmaid with a panicked 
expression raced over to me . 
"You must leave!" she said in a 
pleading whisper. She came very close. 
"It's not safe for you here!" She grabbed 
my arm and lead me back to the entrance 
and out into the street. "Don't come back!" 
"I won't." I hurried away in 
confusion. Before I turned the corner, I 
looked back to the barmaid. She waved me 
away. 
I travelled on for a few more blocks 
trying to understand what had just 
happened . What had I walked into? Why 
did the barmaid look so scared? I couldn't 
answer those questions without going back 
and that was something I was not prepared 
to do. And then I came around a bend and 
suddenly there it was: the Wall. 
I turn my head to the left and then 
slowly to my right. In both directions 
the concrete structure snakes through the 
city, oblivious to the natural courses of 
boulevards, city blocks and river ways. 
As far as I can see, entire neighbourhoods 
and roads abruptly end one hundred yards 
from the structure. It feels as if I'm looking 
at the last stop, the final barrier before the 
end of the world. I think of Columbus 
and his crew sailing off to the unknown 
. . . .. 
fearing what lay ahead at the end of a 
flat earth. But this divider isn't a symbol 
of exploration, of the dream of a golden 
future found in the spice lands. In fact , 
it represents broken bonds and strangled 
hope. 
To my right a border guard marches 
20 yards away from me, turns and marches 
back in my direction . He doesn't look at 
me, maintaining a disciplined disinterest 
in my existence. He is dressed in a long 
grey uniform and on his head sits a wide-
brimmed helmet. He is armed with an 
automatic rifle. To my left, 50 yards away, 
another border guard patrols . At my feet, 
six inches above the ground in front of me , 
is a silver wire that runs along the length 
of the Wall , in both directions . I know 
what this is . I had been told by a fellow 
backpacker that if you crossed the wire you 
could be shot for attempting to escape. No 
one was allowed to touch the East Berlin 
Wall. I think of the many that had died 
trying to escape, of the millions imprisoned 
behind this divider, of the fat cats drinking 
forbidden beer, of Jahn who just wanted to 
go home. I look up to the sky for his birds 
but I find only grey. And then I think of my 
life and the freedom I take for granted, this 
trip that has taken me around the world, 
my family 10,000 miles away and finally I 
recognize the simmering emotion that has 
followed me here, that now threatens to 
explode in my chest. 
The Wall is not politics or ideology. 
It is solid, hard and cold. I cannot believe 
it's allowed to exist. I stare intently at the 
damp concrete in front of me . All reason 
suddenly vanishes. 
I step over the wire, walk to the Wall 
and smash my fist into the unrelenting 
cement. 
I hear a metallic click to my right . I 
look over. The border guard is standing 
ten yards away. His rifle is pointing right 
at me. 
"Nein," he says. He is calm but 
resolute as he lifts one hand off his weapon 
and signals "no" with his forefinger. I 
freeze . He waves me back from the Wall. I 
turn and slowly walk to the wire and step 
over it. I look at the guard. With a slight 
grin, he returns his weapon to his shoulder 
turns and continues to march. The rage 
vanishes . I feel spent and powerless. The 
shadow from the Wall is dark. The grey is 
everywhere. 
I cannot change things. I have become 
a citizen of Berlin. 
13 
· have all but slumbered here, while pleasing vi ions did appear 
Opening night for Midsummer sent the crowd home dreaming 
Jay Schreiber 
artsedftor 
As a famous performer once said , "The theatre, the theatre, what happened to the theatre?" In the information 
age of technology, fast cars and the onset of 
the ADD generation , the theatre is having a 
rough time finding its place. 
During Shakespeare's age the theatre 
was the quintessential form of visual 
entertainment, performed for the highest 
aristocrats and the lowest peasants of society. 
With shifts in entertainment, it is important to 
find his creations relevant in today 's modem 
world despite social, economical and cultural 
changes. 
The night was young, and the sun had 
just set on a cold November Friday the 13'h 
in New Westminster. Patrons of the arts filed 
into Douglas's Muir Theatre to channel a 
500-year-old art medium that still keeps us 
satisfied. 
The plot of A Midsummer Night's Dream 
is split between 3 stories that involve a fairy 
queen, a troupe of actors performing at a 
royal request, and a pair of lovers who find 
themselves in tricky situations. The stories 
mix and mingle as typical for Shakespeare, 
but in case you fell asleep in Grade 9 English 
class, everything works itself out in the end. 
The set, an amalgamation of a jungle 
gym and colourful Tetris blocks was well 
constructed, and served perfectly as the 
setting for a midsummer's dream. It was 
obvious that the actors enjoyed using the 
background as a tool for their performance. 
The very flexible and gymnastically 
inclined Meghan Dube portrayed Puck, the 
jester whose key ambition was to toy with the 
lovers and alter fate. Meghan did a great job 
crawling around the set and keeping a bird's 
eye view on the situations. 
Puck's master Oberon was portrayed 
sensitive towards one another and shared the 
most convincing kiss of the play. 
Between the different scenes, the 
Tetris Blocks were moved around the stage 
by a crew offairies composed of Anthony 
Keams, Cathrin Parkin, Krysten Neeson 
and Stephanie Kong. These members of the 
stagecraft department were amusing to watch 
as they moved the scenery and altered the 
environment. 
Part of Shakespeare's genius is that his 
story of a commissioned group of actors puts 
a play within a play as he commonly does 
for comedic irony. The actors in the smaller 
ensemble were great at pumping laughs 
out of the nearly packed house at the Miur 
Theatre . 
Chris Lam did a great job as the hardy 
director who took charge of the scenes and 
had no problem commanding attention with 
his witty style and comedic anecdotes . The 
mighty Bottom was perfected by Spencer 
Fisher, who perhaps had the most talented 
death and was precise with or without a giant 
ass on his head. 
Funny man and wannabe tin soldier 
Luke Johnson channelled the comedy styles 
of Jacques Clouseau during his scenes and 
had no issue playing several characters 
with 30-second costume changes. Most of 
the actors in the comedy troupe doubled as 
Tatiana's fairies that came out to sing an 
entrancing lullaby to the crowd. 
The mighty lion and Puck's playmate 
Tia Tolmie did a good job resembling a five 
year old's sense of mystery and wonder 
during the dream. Kaitlyn Pederson kept 
herself well composed and shined like the 
moon she portrayed throughout the play. 
The slapstick styles of Anthony Alves were 
good for a few giggles and his job as a 
woman rapidly losing clothes showed much 
versatility. 
Puck's final soliloquy ended the show on 
a high note, and the crowd's standing ovation 
let the actors know that it was well received. 
The reception afterward was packed with 
"The mighty Bottom was perfected by Spencer Fisher, who perhaps 
had the most talented death and was precise with or without a giant 
ass on his head." 
by Carlen Escarraga who gave a powerful 
performance, and dominated his scenes. 
Carlen's counter character was Katherine 
Ince's role as Tatiana, the fairy princess who 
shared great chemistry and an entertaining 
fair fight. Both actors doubled as Theseus and 
Hippolyta , the royal figures of the play and 
shifted characters searnlessly. 
The love struck Hermia and her spiteful 
Helena was played by Gabi Barradas 
and Jesse Crabbe, who managed to keep 
good intensity and realistic animosity 
during quarrelling scenes. Both of their 
performances were a great show of what 
happened when the tables tum after Puck has 
her way with them. 
The ladies' male counterparts, Demetrius 
and Lysander, were played by the hilarious 
slapstick styles of Paul Rowell and Cory 
Lang as they both lusted over Helena in an 
ironic twist. In addition to their fantastic 
stooge style, the duo took no issue being 
family, friends and alumni and other members 
of the Douglas community. Many people who 
worked on the production were mentioned 
during a sincere speech by director Paul 
Moniz de Sa including stage manager Megan 
Lowrie and costume designer Christine 
Reimer. 
"All the world 's a stage, and all the men 
and women are merely players ," William 
Shakespeare once said. The men and women 
in the cast of A Midsummer Night's Dream 
all played great roles and the no one in the 
ensemble is without credit. The magic behind 
William Shakespeare relies on the actor's 
portrayal of the characters he's created. 
In this way, Shakespeare will always be 
relevant, and as the saying goes "Good art 
stands up to the test of time." 
See Midsummer sometime this week 
until Saturday November 21; because after 
that, the dream goes back to sleep. 
• Thursday, November 19 
Check out Morrissey Pub for The Evaporators show and get visually 
molested by Nardwuar. The band's sound has been called "Nashville 
Pussy meets Hanson" and there's no possibility of not having fun at 
this one. 
• Friday, November 20 
If you feel like good ol' fashioned dub beats then head to the Funky 
Winker Beans for the Valuables show featuring Fuzzcat and 
Mexican Drug Patrol. If you're feeling a little more country, go to 
the Commodore Ballroom for Boozapalooza III featuring Run GMC. 
In the mood for something more old school? Go to the Red Robinson 
Show Theatre for The Lovin' Spoonful. 
• Saturday, November 21 
If you like East Van crossover angst punk, then head to Pub 340 for 
Ninjaspy's show for something loud. Not your thing? Wolfmother 
are playing the Queen Elizabeth theatre featuring Heartless 
Bastards. Still too heavy? Sex with Strangers are hanging out at the 
Media Club, if a smaller show suits your fancy. 
• Sunday, November 22 
If you're in Abbotsford and have a two-foot-long beard, then you 
probably already know that ZZ Top is playing the Abbotsford 
Entertainment and Sports Center. Wear a cowboy hat at your own 
discretion, and head on down if you're a sharp dressed man lookin' 
for some tush! 
We won't forget about you 
A new Canadian documentary pays tribute to filmmaker John Hughes 
By Angela Espinoza 
W hen you hear the words "'80s movie," what comes to mind? Pretty in Pink? Ferris Bueller 's 
Day Off? The Breakfast Club? These films, 
along with several others, contributed in 
making the 1980s an era when film focused 
mainly on the youth of its time, and we 
have director, writer and producer John 
Hughes to thank for that. 
John Hughes was the mastermind 
of the teen film genre, managing to 
successfully grasp what the stereotypical 
teenager saw, thought and felt-and 
subsequently turning each of these aspects 
into hilarious comedies and, at times, 
heart-wrenching dramas. These films 
continue to offer some level of comfort to 
the many who are lost in the strange world 
of adolescence: that one is not alone, yet 
able to find one's own identity in the peer-
pressure world of fitting in. 
Back in August, Hughes sadly died 
of cardiac arrest at the age of 59, leaving 
behind an entire legacy on film. So how 
do fans pay their respects to such a gifted 
filmmaker? Having a John Hughes movie 
night? A personal candlelit vigil? One fan 
chose to make a documentary about the 
modern-day legend. 
Matt Austin Sadowski, a Toronto-
born actor, writer, director and musician 
has been working on a film about Hughes 
since 2006. The film documents his journey 
to the home of the reclusive filmmaker 
while creating a tribute to Hughes' film 
collection, garnering interviews from 
many of his actors, including Judd Nelson 
and Alan Ruck, some critics, such as 
Roger Ebert, and even other Hughes fans, 
including Kevin Smith. 
It was Sadowski's goal to make the 
ultimate fan letter to Hughes. Working with 
a food stamp budget, out of his own pocket, 
Sadowski conducted many interviews 
in order to figure out the man behind the 
camera. For two years, Sadowski filmed his 
quest to fuel the unilateral bond between 
him and his beloved filmmaker. When 
filming finished in 2008, Sadowski had 
little money to go into production, and so 
the film was left to collect dust. 
After Hughes' death, Sadowski found 
himself receiving several offers to produce 
his documentary. The task eventually went 
to Alliance Entertainment, who provided 
Sadowski with all he needed to complete 
his project-including distribution. 
The film, respectfully titled Don't You 
Forget About Me, was released on Blu-ray 
and DVD on November 3. 
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Teletoon's Pilot Project takes flight 
The search for some Canadian content on an Americanized channel 
By Angela Espinoza 
Canadian animation has always been very unique. We've provided the world with many breakthroughs 
in this form of entertainment, which has 
also gone on to influence various video 
games and film mediums. From Norman 
McLaren's 1952 short film Neighbours 
to the founding of Nelvana Animation, in 
1971, all the way to one of the first CGI 
shows, Reboot, we've proven time and time 
again that we've got the realm of animation 
pretty much covered. 
Up until the mid '90s, YTV was the 
only major Canadian source for kids to get 
their cartoon fix. However, as the years went 
on, we all needed something a little edgier: 
something that could keep us entertained as 
our curfews got later and our excuses for not 
doing homework were running slim. Thus, 
one glorious October morning, in 1997, 
Teletoon was born with animation making 
up 90 per cent of its programming; and I can 
feel my heart soaring as I write this. 
Aside from providing younger 
audiences with relatively older (yet still 
entertaining) Canadian cartoons, Teletoon 
was the main source for when we wanted to 
"break the rules" by watching their nightly 
programming blocks: the names have 
changed over the years, but it's currently 
known as The Detour. 
This programming block changed 
my life-although I'm sure it's had some 
negative effects as well. After all, when 
you're six years old and exposed to 
programming like Duckman, The Head 
and Spawn there are bound to be some side 
effects. But I digress. This nightly block 
of adult animation proved that cartoons 
weren't just for kids. Although the main 
line-up was made in America, the all-
Canadian animated shorts that aired during 
commercial breaks proved that Canadian 
animators were far beyond the term "messed 
up." 
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In recent years, however, The Detour 
has depended more on America's nightly 
block Adult Swim by Cartoon Network, at 
the expense of Canadian animations-those 
surreal home-made shorts lasting well up to 
fifteen minutes. Fortunately, Teletoon has 
seemed to take notice of this fact, and has 
thus concocted a way to get home-grown 
Canadian programming back in its rightful 
place. 
The Pilot Project is a new experiment 
Teletoon is running in hopes of giving one 
lucky Canadian talent their own cartoon 
show. From October 23 to December 25, 
each week Teletoon will air one preview 
episode of a potential cartoon series on the 
Teletoon Detour website. Voting and viewer 
opinions will be considered, and the preview 
with the highest positive feedback wins. 
I've been following this competition 
so far. The first preview, Ninjamaica, is 
about a stereotypical Jamaican ninja with a 
marijuana lust...seriously.Another preview 
I've caught is Angora Napkin, based on 
a Canadian graphic novel. From what I 
could grasp, the extremely basic premise 
is about three hyper-sexualized (that's an 
understatement) women who are in a band. 
It almost bought me off with extensive Evil 
Dead references, but I feel the writing is 
beyond bizarre and nonsensical-and not in 
a good way. I like the '90s animation style 
and the use of stock footage, but the entire 
thing comes off looking like a bad college 
project. Dunce Bucket is a collaboration 
series, featuring many cartoon shorts within 
a single episode; however, the shorts would 
work better as individual clips on YouTube. 
Nerdland is by far my favourite; it's 
basically a claymation version of the film 
Fanboys. 
All in all, not the greatest start, but 
there are still several more weeks and 
previews to go, and, hopefully, a new show 
will break the rift we seem to have been 
caught in when it comes to airing adult-
themed Canadian animation. 
That's right folks-the rock 'n' roll 
master has done it again! · 
Dave Grohl's new outfit appears seamless and perfect 
By Jay Schreiber, Arts Editor 
H ow the hell does this guy do it? Dave Grohl is without a doubt the most prolific rock musician 
since the mid 1990's having played in 
over a dozen bands and winning countless 
awards . Put it like this: he is the rock and 
roll Michael Jackson. 
In his new band, The Crooked 
Vultures, Dave Grohl has, in a way, put 
together a trio of the "best of' rock and 
roll to date. So what has Dave Grohl done 
in his time to end up in this new group 
destined for fame? 
After Nirvana was overly praised 
for their contribution to the 1990s music 
scene, Dave Grohl wanted nothing more 
than to get as far away from that project as 
possible. What's shocking is that he did so 
with songs that were intentionally written 
for Nirvana. 
On the first Foo Fighters album, 
Dave recorded every track including 
vocals to complete the mix. After putting 
together a supporting group and going 
on tour, one of the most impressive feats 
by any popular musician was completed: 
a drummer turned frontman, proof that 
he wasn't just bangin' the skins behind 
Cobain. 
After Foo took off, Dave relocated 
to L.A. and helped a lot of his friends in 
the SoCal music scene. Drumming for his 
friends in Tenacious D, their career started 
rolling and have associated with the Grohl 
ever since. Jack Black has made his way 
into to Foo music videos, and the G-Man 
himself can be seen as the shiny demon in 
Tenacious video "Tribute." 
Dave's other projects include 
Pro bot, a heavy metal side show featuring 
infamous heavy metal vocalists such as 
Snake from Voivod, King Diamond and 
Lemmy from Motorhead. This project 
never went on tour, yet the tracks have 
been circulated and the single "Shake 
your Blood" filmed a music video with 
the Suicide Girls 
The stoner rock group Queens of 
the Stone Age recruited Grohl for his 
heavy-hitting drum sound on the album 
Songs for the Deaf. Again, it was after this 
album that the Queens reached a larger 
audience with the hit singles "No One 
Knows" and "Go with the Flow" both of 
which had Grohl's drums as a key factor. 
Frontman and founder of QOTSA 
Josh Homme has remained good friends 
with Grohl and the two worked together 
on other projects such as the California 
Desert Sessions. Homme also recorded 
guitar licks that were used on the last two 
Foo Fighters albums. 
Grohl is unique, however, in the 
sense that he is one of the first musicians 
to collaborate with his musical influences. 
He performed a stellar version of Queen's 
"Tie your Mother Down" along with 
Brian May on the six-string. Led Zeppelin 
bassist and keyboardist John Paul Jones 
has lent his classic style to the Foo 
Fighters on more occasions that one. 
So with the Crooked Vultures, 
Dave Grohl is returning to his roots and 
climbing behind the drum set once more 
to play in a trio, something that he hasn't 
done since his Seattle grunge days. The 
other two members, Josh Homme and 
John Paul Jones both bring their own style 
to the group, giving it an almost orgasmic 
sound. 
It's not Nirvana, It's not Zeppelin, 
and it's not quite Queens of the Stone 
Age. The sound is a result of three 
musicians who flat out get it. The drums 
are heavy and pumping, the guitar riffs 
are entrancing and coincide with the lyrics 
perfectly while the bass holds everything 
together. 
They've been nicknamed Queens of 
the Zeppelin Fighters and their first album 
comes out on November 17. What's 
shocking is that Grohl has managed to do 
all of this while continuing to record with 
the Foo Fighters, whose "best of' album 
comes out later this year. 
A video can be found online of Dave 
Grohl drunkenly swigging from a bottle 
of Crown Royal while he explains that 
people can't tell him what to do because 
he was in Nirvana. I dare anyone to argue 
otherwise. 
Dancing With the Stars voters missing the real winners 
Kelly over Aaron? Really? 
By Slavash Emamzadeh 
We all saw the problem with fan voting firsthand in 2007 when Canuck Rory Fitzpatrick was 
nearly elected into the NHLAll-Star Game. 
Now, in light of Aaron Carter's fan-voted 
elimination from week eight of ABC's 
Dancing with the Stars, that problem has 
reared its ugly head once more. 
We are reminded that people that 
register their choice are regularly swayed 
by biases, more often than not leading to 
unfair decisions. And anyone who has been 
following DWTS for even two weeks will 
agree that booting Aaron Carter in favour 
of Kelly Osbourne doesn't make sense, nor 
does the judges' recent willingness to give 
the latter high scores . 
Aaron and his partner, Karina, 
cumulatively out-danced Kelly and Louis 
on week 8. Granted, their foxtrot during the 
Ballroom Round only marginally topped 
that of Kelly's, but that's only due to a scant 
choreography. Nevertheless, the judges 
awarded them only 23 points while giving 
Miss Osbourne 25. 
The Latin Round, on the other 
hand, saw a resurgence from Aaron, who 
performed harmoniously to a difficult, up-
tempo '90s samba; while his counterpart's 
'60s jive had disjointed moments . His dance 
was abundant with energy as opposed to 
Kelly's which could've used some. Oddly, 
he only earned 27 to her 26. Somehow, his 
party emerged as one of the bottom two 
along with Kelly and Louis in the results 
show, and concluded with him being axed 
thanks to fan votes. 
Despite shortcomings with her dance, 
Kelly somehow managed to escape the 
elusive axe in weeks prior. Although she 
has shown steady improvement in her 
performances, her campaign should've 
ended several episodes ago. In the majority 
of her dances, she fell short of getting into 
character and enacting the right moves. 
More notably, she lacked the explosive 
energy Aaron Carter displayed on an almost 
nightly basis. 
There's no question that her difficult 
past is playing a part in her apparent 
immortality on the show. She has battled 
a much-publicized drug addiction and has 
admirably come out on top. There is also 
a family history of adversity. Needless to 
say, the voters and even judges are 
touched by her resilience and thus 
continually rank her highly. 
There's nothing wrong 
with expressing compassion, but 
sooner or later, as it applies to 
this scenario, compassion for one 
person turns into indifference 
towards another. The kind-hearted 
gesture of voting for her on early 
episodes conveys the intentions 
well, but carrying it out to this 
extent robs the top performers of 
due credit. 
It was a feel-good story that 
should've come to an end by now, 
but its perpetuation has lead to 
Aaron Carter's exit and therefore 
questions whether the winners are 
decided based on the merit of their 
overall presentation or strictly 
their emotional appeal. 
Some may protest this 
analysis as being a frosty chill in 
the warm and tender sympathy-
and be that as it may- but as it 
stands, this papa will preach. 
------------------- -- - ------
Hitting the bars, rocking the stage, these guys are making it happen 
Members of alternative rock group enjoy living life in Stereo 
By Jay Schreiber, Arts Editor 
I t doesn't take long for some groups to take off on the Vancouver scene. Some groups rehearse hours a day for years to 
only land a handful of gigs, but in the case 
of young band Scenery In Stereo, gigs were 
corning their way soon enough. 
"I've known Kyle for about a year 
and half," singer and songwriter Laura 
Artus said of drummer Kyle Allesia. Bassist 
Drew Carnegie joined the group about 
eight months ago, and band started gigging 
almost immediately 
"I had played in a couple of other 
"Malone's isn't bad , but the sound 
sucks here," said the group about the 
downtown bar's PA system. "We were 
playing a show with our friends Mary's 
Guns and they actually had proper sound 
equipment." 
Malone's is a popular spot for the band 
to play, although they've been all over the 
downtown scene rocking such places as the 
Backstage Lounge, the Princeton Pub, the 
Red Room and the Railway Club. The group 
is currently looking to go on tour towards 
Alberta but has managed to make their way 
over to Vancouver Island for short visits. 
"You can't tour without a product" Laura 
"The songs I write are about the scenery of my life and Drew 
and Kyle are the ones who put it into stereo" -Laura Artus 
bands," Kyle mentioned. "So once we 
found Drew, I used connections with the 
promoters at some of the places I'd played 
previously." Some of Kyle's other groups 
include FireBrand, Uncle Weasel and 
Innerfase which Drew was also a part of. 
The band finds drive for its music 
from the nature of everyday life. Laura is 
the key songwriter, or as she puts it, 'The 
songs I write are about the scenery of my 
life and Drew and Kyle are the ones who 
put it into stereo." The band originally hails 
from Richmond, but the group gigs mainly 
around downtown Vancouver. 
said, "And now that we have an EP, it's a lot 
easier." 
Lyrically, Laura is heavily influenced 
by the Smashing Pumpkins and Dave 
Matthews Band. Drew gets his influence 
from Red Hot Chili Peppers bassist Flea, 
and Kyle's drumming influence comes from 
anything that Dave Grohl touches. 
When asked about their live shows, 
Drew said that "We have chemistry in 
our jam space, and then that chemistry 
is amplified by the crowd in front of us. 
Playing live shows means that there's more 
people in front of you to pump you up." 
''The most important thing to 
remember," Kyle said, "Is to make sure 
that you stick with it and have good friends 
along for the ride. Give 'er!" 
You can find out when the band's next 
shows are and hear tracks off their EP by 
logging on to myspace.com/sceneryinstereo. 
This group is on their way up and it's only a 
matter of time until they get radio play and 
reach a larger audience. 
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Hollywood, Hollywood, will you ever learn? 
By Leonardo Ramos 
T here is a saying; a true artist makes his own creation, while a con artist merely plagiarizes it. Well, today's 
biggest con artist seems to be living in 
Hollywood. 
What I'm getting at is the formula or 
philosophy that the industry has made is "if 
it works, make a dozen others like it." In 
all over the place . The Chronicles Of Narnia: 
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, 
Bridge to Terabithia, The Spiderwick 
Chronicles, The Golden Compass, The 
Chronicles of Narnia: Prince Caspian, 
Eragon (if you missed this one, be glad you 
did), The Seeker: The Dark is Rising.Aren't 
people kind of sick of paying to see the same 
thing wrapped up in a different package? 
What happened to our sense of 
"Aren't people kind of sick of paying to see the same thing wrapped 
up in a different package?" 
other words, whenever a movie comes out 
with large success (be it critical or financial), 
we then get a whole gaggle of others like 
it. Sure, there is the factor of sequels, but 
I'm talking about the over expanded themed 
season of similar movies. For instance, this 
October felt like Vampire month, and it's not 
because of Halloween; it all has to do with 
Twilight. 
As we all know, the sequel to 1Wilight 
is coming out this November and the hype 
for it has been flooding the media waves. 
Naturally, with the success of the first film, 
Hollywood has already begun to mix in 
its replicating formula. How? Well, first 
1Wilight, now Vampire Diaries (a new show 
on the CW) and lo and behold, another 
vampire movie entitled Cirque du Freak: 
The Vampire's Assistant. But enough with 
this dark setting,let's move on to something 
lighter. 
Now, it is pretty safe to say that the 
Bourne Trilogy is a great example of a smart 
blockbuster (yes , believe it or not, it is one). 
And with three films set in stone, the third 
completing the story arc, surprisingly (and 
yet not surprisingly) a fourth instalment has 
been planned. 
Another film called Green Zone, which 
also stars Matt Damon (who played Jason 
Bourne) and interestingly enough is directed 
by Paul Greengrass, the same director of 
The Bourne Supremacy and The Bourne 
Ultimatum , is set to premiere. Upon seeing 
the first advertisements , I actually thought , 
along with some other people's comments on 
YouTube, that it was Bourne 4. It 's not, but it 
has the same actor, director, feel,look , tone, 
and general theme. What a surprise. 
Sometimes this formula can be a good 
thing. I mean, after Lord of the Rings, we 
got a bunch of epic historical war films,like 
Troy, Alexander and Kingdom of Heaven. So 
what's the deal? In this case, all these films 
are unique, and the sudden releases of these 
types was due to technologically, The Lord 
of the Rings pushed the envelope. Sadly, 
this excuse is not the case with many other 
movies of today's day and age. 
taste? What happened to the feeling of 
metaphorically falling in love with a movie? 
Wouldn't it suck if publishers only published 
the same book, with the same story, over and 
over again? Wouldn't the lack of variety and 
originality in books infuriate readers? So, 
how come this is not the case for films? 
One toy film based on transforming 
robots comes out and now all of the 
sudden, toy-based films are emerging 
all over the map. This summer's G/ Joe: 
The Rise of Cobra is an example. And get 
this: Hollywood is getting the director of 
Hancock to helm Battleship for Universal 
Pictures, based on Hasbro's game. Come on! 
Apparently, it is speculated that Hollywood 
is planning to do a 
movie on the board 
game Monopoly. 
And of course, 
there are the game 
based films. Some 
of which have been 
up to par, while 
others just sucked. 
To show you how 
low Hollywood 
can go, Universal 
is making a movie 
based on the 
Asteroids game. 
How are they 
going to make a 
plot when the game 
is just about a 
better so just go with it? I hope not, because 
if that is the case, then we can forget about 
good memorable movies that actually meant 
something. 
We are smarter than this . We have 
got to stand up and call for better service 
spaceship shooting 
at on coming 
asteroids? 
You EMPLOYERS 
know, I bet that 
somewhere in a 
fancy boardroom 
in California, 
a bunch of big 
shot executive 
producers are 
thinking: "Boy, 
are they stupid 
ASK FOR 
because quite frankly, we are not getting it 
despite the ever-increasing cinema ticket 
prices. We have got to say, no more! If we 
pay full price for movies, then it better not 
be recycled from last month's hot flick! 
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Comic book films have a habit of 
clogging our theatres every summer, to the 
point where the industry is no longer looking 
for comics, but graphic novels . Don't get me 
wrong; I love many of these comic films, 
or what? We can 
throw anything at 
them, and we get 
millions." Has it 
come to this? Are 
we, the audience, 
like a dog who 
accepts pretty 
much anything 
that gets thrown 
at us? Have we 
all just accepted 
the fact that this 
is how it is and it 
is not going to get 
FIND OUT WHY 
but if that's all we are getting, then frankly 
we are not getting much variety. Just this 
past summer, we got two big robot films 
Terminator: Salvation and Transformers: 
Revenge of the Fallen. 
Is it to too much to ask, that for once, as 
a moviegoer, I would like to see something 
different in mainstream? Once Lord of the 
Rings was done, fantasy films were popping 
18 
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It's your career. 
Get it right. 
Halak's agent goes too far 
Bonehead move hurts Halak, team unity 
By Garth Mclennan, Sports Editor 
I n the often cut-throat world of professional sports, agents and management will often say or do 
whatever they can in order to secure their 
client, or team, the best deal possible. 
However, there are occasions when things 
can go too far, which is exactly what 
happened recently with released comments 
from Montreal Canadiens goaltender 
Jaroslav Halak's agent Alan Walsh. 
Over the past few years, the Canadiens' 
crease has been a fierce battleground for 
playing time between Halak and Montreal's 
best prospect since Patrick Roy, Carey 
Price, who was taken fifth overall back 
in the 2005 Draft. In the minds of most, 
there's little doubt that Price is Montreal's 
long-term goalie of the future. His upside 
is tremendous and while Halak has proved 
himself to be a competent semi-starter, 
it seems fairly clear that Price is the one 
who will be given the undisputed starter's 
position once his game develops a little bit. 
That wasn't the view taken by Walsh 
though, and he made that painfully clear 
with his recent Twitter comments . 
"Interesting stat of the night, Price is 
10-32 in his last 42 starts . Hmm." 
Now, setting aside the fact that this 
was released on Twitter, which is pathetic in 
itself, let me remind you that this is a highly 
educated attorney saying this . I mean, how 
stupid can you get? What exactly was he 
hoping to accomplish by trashing not only 
one of the most universally regarded young 
players in the game, but also a teammate 
of his client's? All this does is make Halak 
look like an attention starved prima-donna. 
Now, to be fair, Walsh went on to make 
a semi-apology a few days later, saying 
that the entire incident was "not meant to 
be taken seriously" and that in Montreal 
"everyone loses a sense of humour." 
Wow, not only does he make both 
himself and Halak seem beyond arrogant, 
but he then proceeds to further that with an 
equally conceited "apology." Yes, Halak is 
outplaying Price early on this season, but 
that's no reason to say what Walsh did. All 
it does for the Canadiens is disturb team 
unity and create a distraction for a team that 
has enough on its plate as it is. 
If Halak has any brains, he should 
fire Walsh, who doesn't exactly represent 
the cream of the NHL's crop, right away. 
If he wants to restore his reputation as a 
good teammate getting rid of an Ari Gold 
clone without the talent is a big step in the 
right direction. Otherwise the message is 
sent to the Canadiens, and to other clubs 
around the league, that Halak isn't a team 
player, which, true or not, is what this whole 
situation has really made him look like. 
Sports funding needs to keep going after 2010 
Own The Podium program has benefits far outweighing costs 
By Garth Mclennan, Sports Editor 
0 ne of the most inspiring parts of the lead up to the 2010 Winter Olympics has been the Own 
the Podium program that started back in 
2005. Each year since then, the federal 
government has provided winter sports 
athletes with greatly increased funding that 
is a tremendous help in a wide variety of 
areas . 
The Own the Podium funding boost, 
which helps relieve the various costs of 
training, travel, food and medical bills for 
high-performance athletes with Olympic 
aspirations, is designed with the ambitious 
goal of, as the name suggests, emerge as the 
total medal count leader in 2010. 
Own the Podium was created in 
large part after several less than stellar 
performances by Canadian athletes 
during the 1976 Games in Montreal and 
the 1988 Winter Olympics in Calgary, 
where overburdened and under-supported 
competitors were unable to produce even a 
single gold medal finish across the board on 
home soil. 
The program calls for almost $22 
million offederal money each year and 
so far seems to be reaching the peak of its 
success with less than 90 days until the 
Games begin. For example, no one can say 
that Own the Podium hasn't taken effect 
after looking at the results over the past 
is the continuation of Own the Podium, 
and its summer sport counterpart, Road to 
Excellence, funding . As it stands , once the 
Games are complete at the end of February, 
funding levels are scheduled to revert back 
to their pre-2005 areas. That would be a 
"The benefits of having a strong Olympic program and high 
medal hopes every two years goes beyond advertising dollars 
and promotional monies. The effect on amateur sport is massive, 
and with big-time wins at the Olympics, there's no doubt that it 
encourages kids to get out and participate, which over the long run is 
a tremendous positive." 
year. 
During that span, Canada has stood 
alone in terms of medals won at the World 
Championship levels of Olympic events 
with 29 medals, which is two more than 
both the United States and Germany. Of 
course, the final evaluation of Own the 
Podium's legacy will be measured with the 
conclusion of the 2010 Games, and how 
good or bad Team Canada does . 
Regardless of their eventual Olympic 
finish though, what needs to happen next 
catastrophic set back to Canada's future 
Olympic and World Championship hopes at 
both the winter and summer Olympics . 
Yes, the Games are in our own 
backyard this time around and in 2014 
they'll be held in Sochi, Russia, and 
therefore won't be nearly as personal, 
but Canadian athletics won't be nearly 
as competitive in the future without this 
money. Critics will say that Canada is still 
in the midst of a recession and that the 
benefits of Olympic victory won't be nearly 
as high in far off places as they are here on 
home turf, and therefore we should cut back 
on funding and distribute it to other areas . 
The fact is though, the benefits of 
having a strong Olympic program and high 
medal hopes every two years goes beyond 
advertising dollars and promotional monies. 
The effect on amateur sport is massive, and 
with big-time wins at the Olympics , there 's 
no doubt that it encourages kids to get out 
and participate, which over the long run is a 
tremendous positive. 
Just look at the famous 1980 Winter 
Games, where the U.S . men's hockey team 
dethroned the Soviet Union and won the 
gold medal, largely as a result of greatly 
increased funding . American participation 
in hockey skyrocketed after that and a large 
contingent of American stars of this past 
generation started playing the game as a 
result of 1980. 
Own the Podium CEO Dr. Roger 
Jackson is doing everything he can to 
ensure high performance sports' funding 
continues after 2010 at the very least similar 
levels to what it is now. Anyone who cares 
about sports and their benefits should be 
pulling for him every step of the way. 
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Royals bring_ home men's soccer bronze at nationals Pacquiao-Cotto lives up to the billing 
Fell to Seneca Stmg on day one, defeat Holland Hurricanes for bronze Outclassed, Cotto fights bravely for 12 rounds 
By Garth Mclennan, Sports Editor 
I t 's been a tremendous year for Douglas' men's soccer team, and it was capped off in excellent fashion earlier this month at 
the Canadian Colleges Athletic Association 
2009 national soccer championships, 
where the Royals downed the Mount Royal 
Cougars, who play out of the Alberta 
Colleges Athletic Conference, 1-0 to take 
home the tournament's bronze medal. 
Midfielder Reynold Stewart, who has 
been Douglas' most valuable player this year 
by far, scored the game winning goal while 
goaltender Gyrish Kaniah made 20 saves to 
preserve the shutout win. 
While the Royals undoubtedly had gold 
medal hopes, winning bronze shouldn't be 
considered a disappointment at all. They 
were strong throughout the tournament 
and lost just once, in a tight 1-0 game 
against the Seneca Sting, the host team, 
where the Royals battled hard all game 
before surrendering the winning goal at 
the 75:00 mark in the opener on day one. 
Unfortunately, that loss against Seneca 
came in the all-important first game. The 
national championships are a highly compact 
tournament, and the opening day winners are 
the only teams eligible for a shot to get into 
the gold medal game on day three. 
Despite being out of gold medal 
contention, Douglas didn 't come out flat in 
20 
their next game, in which a victory would 
guarantee them a shot in the medal round. 
They made it count, blowing out Alberta's 
Holland Hurricanes 6-0 in a dominant 
performance that saw Conner McMahon 
score a hat trick, including the opening 
two goals. The Hurricanes were trounced 
throughout the weekend, and failed to win 
a single game, winding up with a not-so-
impressive 0-3 record. 
Douglas finished 2-1, and while losing 
to Seneca was tough, especially considering 
how close the game was up until the end, 
some solace can be taken in the knowledge 
that the Sting went on to defeat Francois-
Xavier Garneau, the Quebec representative, 
3-2 on day three in the gold medal game to 
win it all. 
At the conclusion of the tournament, 
Stewart was named to the 2009 CCAAAll-
Canadian squad, the only Royal to have 
that distinction. Douglas also did well at 
the awards banquet following it all, as both 
Kaniah and forward Owen Sinclair were 
named to the championship all-star team. 
K wesi Loney of the Algonquian 
Thunder (Ontario Colleges Athletic 
Association) was named 2009 CCAA Coach 
of the year while Andrew DaSilva of the 
Humber Hawks (also OCAA) took home the 
2009 CCAA player of the year honours. 
For Manny Pacquiao, Saturday was a night where he once again entrenched himself as one half of the best pound-
for-pound fighter on the planet question 
and captured the WBO welterweight 
championship in a 12'h round TKO. For 
Miguel Cotto, Saturday was a night in which 
he took a pounding for 12 rounds, but it was 
also a night where he proved to anyone who 
doubted him that he is indeed one of the 
gutsiest, most courageous boxers alive today. 
Yes, Saturday provided a tremendous 
fight, and it was boxing at its finest. In a 
sport where far too often ridiculously over-
priced Pay Per View events are a major tum 
off, this was one night that even the most 
casual fan wouldn't want to miss.lt was a 
clash between the most famous boxer alive 
in Pacquiao, and one of the toughest in the 
game today in Cotto. 
The action was fast paced, incredibly 
entertaining and as the fight progressed, more 
and more one sided. Both fighters, Pacquiao 
from the Philippines and Cotto from Puerto 
Rico, put on a show by throwing bombs 
all night. Despite his heart, by the third 
round it was apparent that Cotto was clearly 
outclassed, as Pacquiao once again displayed 
his inhuman speed and landed combo after 
devastating combo while backing Cotto up 
all night and frequently punishing him in the 
comers and on the ropes. 
But to Cotto's credit, he didn't quit. 
While it was evident that he had run out of 
gas as his hard jab, which was so effective 
early in the fight, began to fade, he took 
everything Pacquiao threw at him right up 
until the end, when the referee jumped in to 
wave the fight off 55 seconds into the l2'h 
and final round. 
Mter a wild and action-packed second 
round, Pacquiao took near total control of 
the bout, time and again breaking through 
Cotto's defences with powerful left and right 
hooks that more than once had Cotto reeling 
and floored him twice. 
Despite questions about Pacquiao's 
endurance heading into the fight, which 
were accentuated by Pacquiao moving up 
a weight class to reach the 145 pound limit 
and the heavier Cotto moving down, it was 
Pacquiao who maintained his awesome speed 
and power all the way through, while Cotto 
visibly tired as the night wore on. By the later 
rounds Pacquiao was landing power punches 
seemingly at will, and it was only through 
steely determination that Cotto managed to 
stay on his feet and in the fight. 
This has to be considered Pacquiao's 
biggest win yet, and that includes his 
pummelling of Oscar de Ia Hoya and his 
destruction of Ricky Hatton earlier this year. 
Cotto has consistently been one of boxing's 
top welterweights for years now and can take 
a punch better than almost anyone, and that 
was proven once again on Saturday. 
While a rejuvenated Shane Mosley 
has made claims to being Pacquiao's next 
opponent, the mega-fight already looming 
in the distance is the inevitable meeting of 
Pacquiao, who with his win on Saturday won 
his seventh championship in seven different 
weight classes, and the undefeated Floyd 
Mayweather, the other half of the top pound-
for-pound fighter in the world equation and 
arguably the best boxer of his generation. 
Pacquiao's speed has been the 
overwhelming factor in his last three, very _ 
high profile, fights, and it appears that 
Mayweather is the only person left out there 
who can match him in that department, or at 
least keep up with him. While Pacquiao has 
the fastest hands of anyone I've ever seen, 
one in boxing in the last 20 years can dodge 
punch better than Mayweather. 
Saturday was a night where it was great 
to be in love with boxing, where we got to 
see one of the best, and on the other side one 
of the bravest, fighters alive today. It makes 
Pacquiao-Mayweather all the more epic. 
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Canucks earner Is Edler worth the money? 
Garth Mclennan 
sports edrtor 
t the beginning of last season, the 
news that the Canucks' young 
defenseman Alex Edler has been 
inked to a four-year, $13 million contract 
extension was greeted with general approval 
by the city. After all, Edler was just coming 
off his first full season in the NHL after 
two years of development split between the 
Canucks and the Manitoba Moose, and from 
all accounts he was easily the team's top 
blueline prospect in years. 
Edler's rookie season, which was largely 
the basis for his new contract, went about 
as well as anyone could expect. He scored 
eight goals and posted 20 points in 75 games, 
impressive numbers for any rookie defender, 
and was named to the Young Stars Game 
during the NHL's All-Star Weekend. He also 
wowed the team's brass with his offensive 
instincts, including excellent long-range 
passing skills and a booming slap shot, which 
was clocked as the team's hardest during the 
Super Skills competition that year. 
Best of all, Edler was making just 
$525,000 and playing a very prominent role 
for a blueline decimated by injuries that 
season. 
Yes, things were only looking up as Edler 
entered his sophomore season last year. He 
built on his rookie statistics and improved in 
every offensive area. Heading into the start 
of this year, with the free agent departure of 
long time stalwart Matthias Ohlund, Edler 
was supposed to play a leading, 25-28 minute 
per game role on the Canucks. When looking 
at his career progression up this point, in 
which he's advanced his game rapidly every 
year, that didn't seem unrealistic. Instead, to 
the surprise of almost every one, Edler has 
completely stalled. 
This is the first year that his new deal has 
kicked in, he'll make $3.25 million per for the 
next four seasons, but through 19 games Edler 
hasn't played even close to that level. He's yet 
to score this season and has just nine assists. 
Even worse, he's had little to zero impact. 
Now, it's not like Edler hasn't been given 
his chances either. He's been presented with 
ample power play time to get his game going 
but has done nothing with it. Defensively, he 
hasn't been much better. So far Edler is a -7, 
which is unacceptable for a guy playing 20 
minutes plus each night. To make it worse, 
he's looked overmatched and overwhelmed in 
his own zone and made a number of painful 
to watch bungles-to put it bluntly, Edler has 
been a liability. 
Take the November 10 debacle against 
the St. Louis Blues for example. Edler was 
the culprit on the opening goal scored just 18 
seconds into the game, where he was unable 
to defend the Blues' attack off the rush and 
got himself so turned around that he wound 
up facing his own net, and basically doing 
nothing, while Andy MacDonald had a clear 
shot on goal and scored. 
Now, it's easy to write this type of stuff 
off early on, but, when you think about it, it 
really isn't that early anymore. I mean, 19 _ 
games without a goal? Ice time decreasing , 
each game? That isn't good, especially for 
a guy who's making a considerable sum of 
money and will be for the next few years. 
Gillis has invested a ton of money into 
his defence corps and having a weak link, 
especially an expensive one, won't fly for 
long. 
By Garth Mclennan, Sports Editor 
T here are a ton of people out ~he~e that will tell you golf 1sn t a sport. They'll point out 
the obvious: The physical component 
of golf isn't exactly taxing. There's 
no contact, it's not a huge workout. If 
guys like John Daly and Craig Stadler 
can be among the best in the world 
with their physiques, how can golf be 
considered a true sport? There is some 
truth to that but in the end, it really 
doesn't matter. 
The skill level for elite golfers 
is huge, and it far exceeds the 
importance of a lack of physicality. 
For proof of that, all you have 
to do is look at Tiger Wood's 
recent performance at the BMW 
Championship. In the third round, 
Woods shot a ridiculously good round 
of 62. On a professionally designed 
course made for PGA Tour players 
that is just amazing, considering that 
the all-time best record is 59. 
For the average, non-Tiger 
player, shooting 62 is the equivalent 
of winning the lottery. It's mind-
boggling. To be able to play that kind 
·:w golf is something very few athletes 
·,\:o!'!_d accomplish. 
There's a saying that says golf 
.. : .• 90 percent mental and 10 percent 
physical. That is perfectly true. More 
than almost any other type of athlete, 
golfers are subject to streaks. There 
are very few injuries, as you might 
expect, but the mental toll it can take 
has the potential to be excruciating. At 
every level, from the Sunday duffers 
right up to the PGA pros, golfers 
can lose their mental fortitude and 
collapse in an incredibly short span. 
To be a successful golfer, you 
have to stay level. You can't get too 
pumped up for the good shots or too 
down for the bad ones. If you do, 
you 'II find yourself starting to think · 
about other things besides your golf 
game, and that's when self-doubt 
creeps in. 
Plus, the pressure in golf can be 
enormous,just the same as it is in any 
contact sport out there. Standing over 
a six or seven foot putt, regardless of 
who you're playing with or where, is 
a pressure activity that most wouldn't 
expect. Because there is this notion 
that you should make such a short 
putt, the average golfer is terrified of 
missing it, because it'll make them 
look terrible. 
Also, the strategy in golf is 
extremely underrated. The decision to 
hit an eight-iron or a nine-iron can be 
huge, even if doesn't seem like it at 
first glance. Golf is a game of inches 
and selecting the wrong club can often 
be the difference between a good and 
a bad round. 
THE VERDICT: 
The intricacies of golf are often 
ignored, and thatca'ilses people to 
doubt its standing as a sport and cast 
it more as a game for seniors and rich 
people. That is far from reality; golf 
is a sport. 
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Jack Kerouac 
F irst time I saw a sick pig was in Delaware in 1942 and that pig was squealing and squawking and running 
wild around the farm- while Dean and I 
shared moonshine, howling madly at the 
Continued on Page 25 .... 
pig and the moon. The swine's madness 
was my madness and Dean, crazy Dean, 
was the maddest of all . The moon watched 
us-fucking moon is always watching no 
matter where I go or how fast I drive, drive, 
drive, like an electric current exists between 
me and the road- I am the road and the 
road is me and Dean-I'm watching him 
now as he pulls hard on a smoke and nips 
at the moon-somehow, is all of us . But 
what about that pig and what does all this 
Magazine cover model Tom Brady apparently plays football on the side 
madness mean? 
Sick pigs are streaming upon us now 
and I say that you , me, your mothers , your 
fathers, all the sisters and the brothers , we 
gotta get going on out of here and we gotta 
do it now-on motorcycles and bicycles 
and blimps and balloons and trucks and 
trains and automobiles-we gotta mobilize 
our escape and when we do-time's 
a-tickin' -there won't be time to look back. 
Dean'll tell ya. The pigs are coming, pigs 
Renaissance man's welkounded skills and knowledge fall against Neolithic man's fist 
coated in a disease worse than the plague 
of growing up in America 's textile belt, in 
Lowell. My home. Swine flu is worse than 
my home-worse than all the shit of having 
FreUnited States, worse than the stench of 
the textile factory, its constant outpouring 
of the blackest filth , worse than growing 
up hopeless and worse still than dying 
hopeless. It's the death of the American 
Dream and I don't want any part of it. 
With files from David Carson 
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